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To the RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 


Henry Collins, . 


High-Sheriff of the County of Suſſex; | 
And to the * 


Gentlemen of the Grand- Jury. 


GENTLEMEN, a 
N compliance with your 
Requeſt, this Diſcourſe 
ventures to — — in pub» 
lick. The favourable Count&- 
nance you were pleasd to give 
to theſe honeſt, tho imper- 
fea Endeavours of mine, will 
amply teſtifie your juſt Aba | 
rrence of thoſe ſcandalous ! 
Liberties which reflect a high 1 
E Di- 


Engagements of Du 


Te DEDICATION. 
Diſhonour upon that Govern- 
ment you both love and reve- 
rence. The reviling a Publick 
Miniſtry, is an Evil the rather 
t uſually offers it ſelf under 
the plauſible Colours of a 
reaſonable Complaint and Le- 
gal Remonſtrance. T 


i By this means the Poiſon 
goes down without Scruple or 
| Naudance , and inſenſibly 
weakens and lays waſte all 3 
tance ; whilſt Perſonsare 


taught, that to proſecute an 


Oppreflor with a virulent and 
implacable Hatred, is but to 
expres a laudableReſentment, 
and that to Overthrow is ne- 
ceflary to Reform And the 


wor ſt 


muy be ſecurd from ſuch a 


The DEDICATION. 
worſt of it is, that there is a 
latent Miſchief at the bottom: 
When the Servants are thus 
ſpitefully entreated, we will not 
ave this Man reign over us, is 
the plain Exgliſß with theſe 
diſcontemed Citrzens : That 
our Excellent Conſtitution 


Generatzpn f Vipers, who have 
whet their Tongues like a Sword; 
that it may never want ſuch 
Faſt and Faithful Friends, as 
the Worthy Perſons under 
whoſe Authority _ - - 
ſets fortir into the World; 
That you (Mr. Heb Sheriff) 
accept 


in woul pt thi 
orgy gment of 


publick | 
the many Obligations I lie 
under to your Family, are the | 
Hopes and fincere Defires 1 3 
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Aber are not afraid to ſpeak a 
evil of Dignities. - 


Tis $ cont, ey ts * 
Ar here CharaQteriz'd in the 
Text. The Senſe of has been 
different ict this Particular. However, from : 
large Account of the moſt abominable Vices l.. 

5 2 . the Apoſtle in this Chapter, we 
jlty conclude, ca they ware Men ah 4 


* * 4 
\ , o 
3 
"Oe 1 3 * 4 | 2 N : 1 


2 An Aſſize-Sermon preached 
prog and ſcandalous Princi ſuch as had 
made a ſhift to free themſelves all the uneaſie 
Reſtraints of Daty and Religion, and ſo in Con- 
ſequence became abandon'd to the moſt deteſtable 
Licentiouſneſs. They are ſaid after a ſevere 


iſe Govern- 
* then, 


But then who.are intended by the Apoſtle under 
the Tile of Dignities, it may be neceſſary to exa- 
mine; and here, w the Opinion of thoſe who are 
willing to underſtand the Angelical Orders whom 
theſe Hereticks are ſuppos d to have reviled and 


preme Autho- 
rity, and act as God's immediate Repreſentatives, 
or, as we may yet farther fairly argue, thoſe who 
under that Authority, are commiſſioned in the 


; ſuch 1 more eſpecially i 
Power, and by an nanconte* 
iry thence derived, are de legated 


wich Familiarity, much more with Reproach. 


If the Subject may perhaps be ungrate ful to ſuch 

as are concerned in the Charge; 1 have this to of- 
fer in Defence, that the Duty 1 am preſſing, will 
be found to have a Place amongſt thoſe folean 
Truths we are commanded to Teach and Enyoin ; 
that therefore a Neceſſity is laid np us, yes, Wo will 


be unto us if we preach not rhe Goſpel. 


proper 
re | 
Second Particular, ncaa. as cf. 


 Evil-ſpeaking ies, in the Senſe we ar 
wee TE ON of the Apolile ; face 
whatſoever upon Examination t in 


che one Caſe, will wich much ſtronger Reaſon con- 

clude againſt thoſe indecent, unjuſtitiable Liberties 1 

in the ocher. 
B 2 Firf 


8 
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People, 


| 
LF 


At 


© 
332.3 f 


is unjuſtly deprived of his Reputation amongſt 
the Credulous Undiſcerniug Yalger , who have 
neither Leiſure, Ability, not inati a 

to examine the Reaſons of things, and can with 
the moſt ready Compliance give in to 2 x 
Diſcredit, being ever diſpoſed cafily to 
yu above all things they are willing 
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10 An Afize-Sermon Neat 
Villginy that can never meet with an unſeaſonable 
Curſe and Abhorrence, becauſe it has even at this 
Day | this higheſt Aggraration, that there are wh? 
dare to approve and juſtifie ic, 


"As we paſs through the ſeveral Stages that lead 
to that execrable Parricide, we muſt obſerve, that 
a licentious Practice of inveighing againſt the 
publick Officers of State, and the many viculent, ſe- 
ditious Libels that were daily ſent abroad in con- 
pt of the Government, gave Birth to moſt of 
e fatal Calamitics, in which both Prince and 
People became involved. Theſe, to ſpeak with a 
noble Hiſtorian, were 15oſe Seeds and Lend 
Plants, which in a Soil well -diſpoſed . ue. 
for all evil Impreſſions, grew up and - SE 
proſpered to a full Hirveft of Rebellion and Trea'on. 


For all theſe Reaſons, and more and weightier, 
own Reflections muſt ſuggeſt, we humbly 
the Cenſures of Authority will in due Time 
interpole, that a ſeaſonable Check may be put to 
theſe flagitious A ttempts, and that thoſe who have 
hitherto proceeded in an incorrigible, I had almoſt 


ſaid, Triumphant Malignity, may be taught at leaf 
nor to Bl.ſpheme. | ; Or” 


For as nothing ſeems to caſt a greater Blemiſh 
upon the Policy of any Government, than tamely 
to ſuffer ic ſelf to be inſulted by every vile Incen- 
diary; ſo the unreſtrained Liberty of the Preſs, - 
amongſt other heavy Grievances, we have known, 
we have ſmarted under, has ever had, and not- 
withſtanding the popular Pretences of Ill-deſigning 
Men, muſt ever continue to have, che moſt malign 
Influence both upon our Civil and Religious Con- 
flitution. We preſume therefore to affure our 
ſelves amongſt the manifold Bleſſings of our preſent. 


— 
. 


at Eaſt-· Grinſted in Suſſex. 11 


Happy Adminiſtration, that this Peftilence which in 
— 4 and at Noon Day, vas ſcatte red Poiſon and 
our People, ſhalt henceforth 
— and be no more: That the Men who have 
faid with owr Tongues will we prevail, ſhall 10 

meet wich Countenarite and Approbation ; 
that a Sentence of Silence may i in all 12 * 


on ſuch bold and inſolent Offenders. 


And this we pray, not 
able Patriots, who execute t 
Truſt and Power amongſt with an irreproach- 
able and almoſt aſtoniſhing Sufficiency. but alſo to 
the whole venerable Body of our preſent Ligiſla- 
ture. For as by a Power given us, we de 
That 0 ſpeak evil of the Rulers of the Vecple, wherher 
Supreme or Deputed, is Baſe and Unwarrantable ; 
So by the ſame Commiſion are we Aubert 
Enjoined, to give Honcur to whom Hinour is due. 
Which Precept of Religion is found ex; refs and 
poſitive — the Capital Inſtructions of ſober 
and undepraved Reaſon. To this Purpoſe Arif 
delivers, that there is a common Debt due to thoſe 
who diſcharge the high and difficult Functions of 4 
State with Wiſdom and Integrity. Now the com- 
mon Tribute, and which on all Men are ca 
of paying, is an honourable Regard and Reverence 
to their Perſons, wnd conſequently to defraud 
them of any part of this legal Claim and Prercga- 
tive, is groſsly to offend againſt both Civilicy' and 
unde B HAY 14 xoardy e- 


—_ juſtice to wat; 


chicf Offices of 
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his Exiled Chuich in 
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bs own right Hand bad planted, 


From Perſons thus eminently dif; to 
trive, and zealous to execute whatſcever 
promote the Church's 5 
fair Proſpect 
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oo much Reaſon to fear. However E 
* | in the mean Time to the 
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